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Installation Mass and celebration held in Meyersville
During Sunday Mass on September 1, the Most Rev. Bishop Fell-
hauer installed Rev. Charles E. Otsiwah of Ghana as parochial 
administrator of Sts. Peter and Paul, Meyersville, and St. Aloy-
sius, Westhoff. During the ceremony, parish council members 
of both parishes were presented and Father Charles’s pledge 
to assume parish duties was a welcomed necessity. Bishop 
Fellhauer expressed hope that as the new pastor, Fr. Charles 
would be able to serve the Diocese of Victoria, Meyersville, and 
Westhoff for many years. Parish council president, Jeff Hartman, 
thanked Bishop Fellhauer for Fr. Charles and shared the same 
wish, “We thank you for your concern for the spiritual growth 
of Meyersville and Westhoff. We look forward to Fr. Charles 
being our spiritual father and member of our parish families 
for a long, long time.”  Above, members of Sts. Peter and Paul 
and St. Aloysius welcome Fr. Charles as their newly installed 
parochial administrator.

God’s Embrace is a forma-
tion program that builds com-
munity, a deeper commitment 
and relationship with the triune 
God, and leads the faithful along 
the pathway of holiness. 3-year 
formation programs, spiritual 
direction, directed retreats, and 
days of prayer training in spiri-
tual companionship to lead small 
groups in the 3-year program are 
offered through God’s Embrace. 

Michael Fonseca, founder of 
God’s Embrace, has begun 3 new 
groups in 
the Dio-
c e s e  o f 
Vi c t o r i a 
this year. 
He is from 
India and 
has lived 
in the U.S. 
for the past 
26 years. 
He has four 

From Bay City to Blessing and 
Frelsburg to High Hill, God’s 

Embrace envelops many
Masters degrees in Theology, 
Philosophy, English Literature, 
and Counseling. He also holds a 
Doctorate in Ministry. He comes 
from a staunch Catholic family 
with 500 years of family history 
in being Catholic that started in a 
small Portuguese colony in Goa, 
India. Over the years, Fonseca 
became filled with angst and con-
cern. He wondered why so many 
Catholics were leaving the church 
and going to other churches. 
He came to know and was sur-
prised that many did not know 
their Catholic heritage. Although 
sad and distraught over this, he 
prayed and started to light candles 
seeking light and hope in wanting 
to help others. Rather than “curse 
the darkness, I wanted to evan-
gelize and renew,” said Fonseca. 
During this time Michael and his 
team developed an organization 

See From Bay City to 
Blessing, p. 5

1.

2.

3.

St. Joseph Catholic Church, 
Inez, has grown into a flourishing 
parish over the past 140 years. 
The church picnic has been a spe-
cial tradition in Inez. Funds from 
this year’s picnic will be used to 
pay off the church’s recent reno-
vation project, including adding 
another 200 seats to the existing 
200-seat sanctuary.

Church History
A group of Polish immigrants 

settled in the area in 1858. Oak 
trees span the prairies. At first, the 
community was called Gazeta, 
named after Garcitas Creek. 
Traveling priests helped serve 
the religious needs of the settlers. 
In 1873, Frank Garvel conveyed 
an acre of land to build a church 
and dedicated it to St. Theresa. 

Church celebrates 140 years
After 1886, the settlement moved 
to Inez, near the railroad line. 
In 1889, the Gazeta church was 
dismantled and moved to Inez. 
Henry Koontz, a lumber yard 
dealer, directed reconstruction. 
The church was dedicated by Fa-
ther Thomas Moczyjemba as St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in 1890.

The first resident pastor was 
Father Henry Pensick, in 1933. In 
1963, a fire destroyed the church 
and newly remodeled parish hall. 
A new structure was quickly built 
and dedicated in 1964 by Bishop 
Stephen Leven. A centennial was 
celebrated in 1973. Historical 
markers for the church and cem-
etery were erected in 1986. Ad-

1.  Original 
Church
2.  2nd 
Church
3.  Today’s 
Church

See Church celebrates, p. 13

Michael Fonseca
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DSA & Reflection of Faith 
Capital Campaign Updates

2013 DSA 
Diocesan Goal:                                    $1,721,343.00
Parish Pledge Totals: $726,021.94
Parish Contribution Totals:   $661,423.45
Number of Parish Families Participating:    3,303

Reflection of Faith Capital Campaign
Diocesan Goal:                                       $9,000,000.00                     
Parish Pledge Totals: $12,879,942.49
Parish Contribution Totals:    $10,993,712.80
Number of Parish Families Participating: 6,770
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The Diocese of Victoria is comprised of 
more than 50 parishes in 69 communities.

Estimated Catholic population: 107,000.

Official Appointments 
By 

Most Rev. David E. 
Fellhauer

October
5 10:30 a.m. Mass, Permanent Deacons’ Retreat, Spiritual Renewal Center 

Victoria

6 10:00 a.m. Mass, Dedication of renovations at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 
Victoria

9 10:00 a.m. Clergy Day, Spirituality of the Priesthood, Holy Family Church, 
Victoria

12 7:00 p.m. Mass, dedication and blessing of Adoration Chapel, St. Mary Church, 
Victoria

13 10:00 a.m. Mass, Adult Confirmation, St. Michael Church, Cuero

15 6:30 p.m. Catholic Daughters of the Americas and Knights of Columbus 1329 
Awards Banquet, Knights of Columbus Hall, Victoria

20 10:30 a.m. Mass, 100th Anniversary Celebration of St. Aloysius Church, 
Westhoff

 5:00 p.m. Sacred Heart Church Catholic Knowledge Bowl, Hallettsville

23 8:15 a.m. School Mass, Nazareth Academy, St. Mary’s Church, Victoria
 4:00 p.m. Diocesan Building Board meeting, Chancery Office

24 6:00 p.m. Mass, Serra Club Deacons’ Dinner, Holy Family Church, Victoria
27 8:30 a.m. Mass, Stevenson Unit Prison, Cuero

November 
1 10:20 a.m. School Mass, St. Joseph High School, Victoria

2 12:00 noon Mass, All Souls Day, Resurrection Cemetery Mausoleum, 
Victoria

4 5:00 p.m. Liturgy Commission meeting, Chancery Office

6 10:00 a.m. Presbyteral Council meeting, Chancery Office

10-14 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops General meeting, Baltimore, 
Maryland

Effective September 9, 2013, Deacon 
David G. Valdez is released from his 
assignment at Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel Church, Wharton, and is assigned 
to Diaconal Ministry at Holy Family 
Church, Wharton, and its mission, St. 
Joseph Church, Boling.

The Catholic 
Lighthouse
Deadlines

Please have articles/ads into The 
Catholic Lighthouse by the 15th of 
the (preceding) month!  E-mail: light-
house@victoriadiocese.org

Please send original, bright, crisply-
focused photos in a jpg format. 

Please submit stories of what is 
happening in your school/parish in 
Microsoft Word format.
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Sunday, October 13
 at the Victoria Community Center

Doors Open at 11:00 a.m.
Buffet Style Barbecue-Beef and Sausage Dinner 

Adults • $8 Children under 12 years • $5
Plates-to-go • $8 

Auction begins at 12:30 p.m.
Booths and Games for the entire family

Come Join Us!

OUR LADY OF VICTORY 
CATHOLIC CHURCH

ANNUAL PARISH FESTIVAL

sisters and associates of the Incarnate Word and Blessed sacrament gathered 
at Incarnate Word Chapel on Sept. 8 to witness the consecration of four new 
members of the Associates. The Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer presided over the 
ceremony and concelebrated the Mass with Associate Father Michael Petering. 50 
other members renewed their consecration. New members include Marcella 
Henke of Hallettsville, Janie Robles of Bloomington, Mary Alice Trevino of 
Victoria and Mark Zafereo of Victoria. Seated, left to right: Marcella Henke and 
Janie Robles. Standing, left to right: Sister Stephana Marbach, superior general, 
Mark Zafereo, Mary Alice Trevino, Sister M. Emiliana Grafe, director of associ-
ates, and Bishop David E. Fellhauer. 

KJZt society #101,Victoria, awarded 
two $250 scholarships to recipients, 
(above left) Ashley Kolar of St. Joseph, 
Victoria and Josh Motley of College 
Station (not pictured). Grandparents 
Joe and Marylyn Nevlud received the 
check on Josh’s behalf. Carolyn Nev-
lud, (above right) treasurer, presented 
the checks.

KJZt society #101, 
Victoria, presented 
a $450 check, at a 
recent KJZT break-
fast, to Our Lady of 
Lourdes St. Vincent 
de Paul Society. Left 
to right are Lori Bal-
lard of St. Vincent 
de Paul Society and 
Lillian Berger of the 
KJZT.

Dear Bishop Fellhauer,
Thank you for your contribution of 

$47,173.28 to the 2013 Good Friday Col-
lection for the Holy Land. I thank you in 
the name of the Custos, Fr. Pierbattista 
Pizzaballa, and the Franciscans who work 
in the Holy Land. The Christians who live 
there are also very grateful to you. They 
need our prayers and support.

The Good Friday Collection “remains 
the ordinary and indispensable means of 
promoting the life of Christians in the be-
loved Land,” declared Leonardo Cardinal 
Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for 
Eastern Churches in his Lenten Letter. He 
went on to say how the Custody of the Holy 
Land uses the money you and your priests 
and people give:

+To keep the shrines living Christian 
communities and places of prayer and to 
welcome pilgrims from around the world.

+To run 14 schools open to all students 
regardless of religion or nationality. These 
schools build understanding and harmony 

between Muslims and Christians.
+To help young Christians remain in 

the Holy Land, the Custody offers scholar-
ships to different universities in Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, and Amman.

+To provide apartments for needy 
families rent free or proportionate to their 
income.

+To staff 29 parishes in Israel, Syria, 
Lebanon, Cypress, and Rhodes.

Without the generosity of American 
Catholics, these ministries would not be 
possible. Please thank your priests and 
people for their contribution to the 2013 
Good Friday Collection. May God bless 
you personally and in your ministry.

Sincerely and gratefully, 
Bro. Joe Rogenski, O.F.M.
Commissary of the Holy Land
St. Louis Region

Don’t Forget! 
Change your clocks back one hour!

November 3 @ 2:00 a.m.
The Diocese of Victoria Business 
Office provides:
• Assistance with insurance, person-
nel, tax, legal and property manage-
ment.
• Accounting and financial ser-
vices. 
• Administers special collections 
received from parishes.
• In conjunction with the Bishop, 
coordinates meetings with the Dioc-
esan Finance Council and Building 
Board.

(361) 573-0828
www.victoriadiocese.org

Do you have questions about 
what the Diocese of 

Victoria can do for you?



Seminary Burses
Seminary burses are a permanent fund used for the education of future priests for the Diocese of 
Victoria.  The goal of each burse is $15,000.  The interest from this amount is applied yearly to the 
education of seminarians.  The burses are in memory of or in honor of an individual priest or lay 
persons, living or deceased.  Publication of the burses will appear periodically when new contributions 
are received.  
As of September 23, 2013           
   TOTALS
— General Seminary Burse
Previously reported $103,389.00
Donation in loving memory of Deacon A. R. 
 “Dick” Wearden by his family 100.00
Donation in loving memory of 
 Romanus Stuekerjuergen by
 Bob and Minnie Bochat  25.00
  Total       $103,514.00

— Rev. Charles Kolek, OSB and 
 John and Mary Kolek
Previously reported  $4,340.00
Donation by the Kolek Family Reunion in 
 memory of Rev. Charles Kolek, OSB and 
 John and Mary Kolek  200.00
  Total $4,540.00 

— Rev. Msgr. John C. Peters Burse #6
Previously reported  $9,185.00
In loving memory of Kathy Proske Spradling 
 by Willie E. Barborak 50.00
In honor of Rev. Msgr. John C. Peters by 
 Roger and Beverly Janak  50.00
In loving memory of Siegfried Golsch by 
 Ed and Peggy Scherer  25.00
In loving memory of Ervin Mendel by 
 Willie E. Barborak  10.00
  Total $9,320.00

— Rev. Msgr. Stanley Petru 
Previously reported  $6,375.00
In loving memory of Rev. Msgr. Stanley Petru 

by
 Callan and Linda Oltmann  100.00
 C. D. A. Court #2282, La Grange 100.00
 KJZT Society #23, Hostyn 100.00
 Charles and Kathleen Morin 50.00
 James and Barbara Adams  25.00
 Jean Trefny  25.00
 M/M Alvin Vinklarek  25.00
  Total $6,800.00

Those wishing to begin a burse or to 
contribute to an existing seminary burse 
may do so by sending their contributions 
with the appropriate burse designation to:  

DIOCESE OF VICTORIA
seMInarY BUrses 

P. O. BOX 4070
VICTORIA, TX  77903

— Rev. Msgr. Henry C. Rachunek 
 Burse #4
Previously reported  $600.00
Donation in loving memory of Rev. Msgr. 

Henry Rachunek by 
 Sylvia Yackel  50.00
  Total $650.00 

— Rev. Msgr. Celestino Say
Previously reported  $9,729.00
In honor of Rev. Msgr. Celestino Say by 
 Roger and Beverly Janak  50.00
  Total $9,779.00

— Rev. Msgr. Benton Thurmond 
Previously reported  $2,525.00
In loving memory of Rev. Msgr. Benton 

Thurmond by 
 Franklin and Rose Kocian  100.00
  Total $2,625.00

— St. John the Baptist Church, St. John in 
Memory of Rev. Brian Crookes

 Burse #2
Previously reported  $5,531.00
In loving memory of Ervin Mendel by
 Elsie Farek   20.00
 Georgia Kalich   20.00
 Lillian Besetzny   10.00
  Total $5,581.00
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Kenneth J. 
French, Sr.

1501 E Mockingbird, 
Ste 102

Victoria, TX 77901
PH 361/576-0178

Sacraments of Healing and Vocation
Instructor: Ron Friedel

October 15-November 19, 2013
The program will be offered 9:15-11:30 a.m. and again 7:00-9:15 p.m. at three sites: 

Chancery, Victoria, and at Holy Cross, East Bernard and St. Ann’s, Point Comfort by 
distance learning. Cost for this six-week course is $20.

This course is an introduction to the Sacraments of Healing (Reconciliation and 
Anointing of the Sick) and the Sacraments of Vocation (Marriage and Holy Orders). 
The purpose of the Sacraments of Healing is to continue, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, Jesus’ work of healing and salvation. Holy Orders and Matrimony are directed 
towards the salvation of others and thus contribute to personal salvation. They confer a 
particular mission in the Church and serve to build up the People of God. (Catechism 
of the Catholic Church #1533 and #1534) To register, contact Margaret Pruett at (361) 
573-0828 x2223 or pisecretary@victoriadiocese.org.

2013 Fall Pastoral Institute • Extended Program

Reporting 
Abuse

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused by 
a member of the clergy or other church personnel, you can 
register a complaint.

•  Call the bishop or the chancellor at the Chancery at (361) 573-0828;
or

•  Call Rev. Gary Janak (361) 575-4741 or Sr. Emilie Eilers (361) 575-7111,  
Coordinators of Pastoral Care and Outreach;

or
•  Write to: Most Rev. David E. Fellhauer
  Diocese of Victoria, P.O. Box 4070, Victoria, TX 77903 
  Mark your letter “Personal and Confidential”

We will also help you bring your concerns to Church officials outside the diocese 
if the abuse occurred elsewhere and you now reside in the Diocese of Victoria.

If you are unsure about bringing forth a complaint or need more information, 
please contact:  Rev. Gary Janak at (361) 575-4741.

Prayer Circles • October 8, 15, 22, 29 
• 10:00-11:30 a.m. • Amor Meus Prayer 
Room 

Can’t get away for a day or a week? 
Perhaps joining an Amor Meus Prayer 
Circle may help deepen your relationship 
with God. Prayer Circles are small groups 
(10 or less) coming together for prayer. 
These may include Scripture reading, 
faith-sharing, Lectio Divina, Rosary and 
others. Each circle is guided by a leader. 
Attendance every week is not required. 

Taizé Prayer • October 15 • 7:00-8:00 
p.m. • Amor Meus Prayer Room

A Taizé Prayer Service consists of 
music, song, chant, scriptural readings, 
meditation, and prayers of praise and 
intercession. 

Guided Retreat • November 9 • 9:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.

Come spend a quiet day of prayer lis-
tening to the voice of God speaking in the 
stillness of your heart. The theme for the 
Advent retreat is For What Are We Wait-
ing? How? The retreat will be guided by 
Sister Marian Sturm, IWBS. Women and 
men are welcome. 

For reservations or for more informa-
tion, contact the Incarnate Word Convent 
at (361) 575-7111, amormeus@yahoo.
com, or 1101 N.E. Water St., Victoria, 
TX 77901.

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) invites 
ethically-minded consumers to join us 
in celebrating and promoting fair trade 
throughout the month of October. 

It is important to raise awareness of 
the reasons why fair trade is important, 
and to promote buying and using socially 
and commercially sustainable, fair trade 
certified products in place of commodi-
ties which may harm the environment, the 
economy, communities and disadvantaged 
individuals ultimately leading to greater 
impact for farmers and workers in devel-
oping countries.

10th anniversary of 
Fair Trade Month
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St. Peter’s Parish Hall • Blessing
Sunday, October 27 • 11:00 a.m.

Holy Day of Obligation

Please be sure to attend Mass 
on Friday, Nov. 1, All Saints Day. 
It is a Holy Day of Obligation. The 
chancery offices of the Diocese of 
Victoria will be closed on Friday, 
Nov. 1.

The Most Rev. David E. Fell-
hauer will offer an All Souls Day 
Mass Saturday, Nov. 2 at 12:00 p.m. 
at Resurrection Cemetery Mauso-
leum on the corner of Laurent St. 
and Mockingbird Lane in Victoria. 
Fellowship with light refreshments 
will be held afterwards. Please 
check with local parishes for times 
of other All Souls Day Masses or 
visit www.victoriadiocese.org.

dedicated to the formation and development 
of Christian Disciples. God’s Embrace fo-
cused their efforts on the development and 
preparation of Christian disciples to serve 
in their parish and diocesan Catholic com-
munities and in 2006, Fonseca incorporated 
the first God’s Embrace.

Currently, he is based in Schulenburg. 
He became connected to Texas by being 
involved with deacon candidate formation. 
For the past 16 years, he has left Michigan 
once a month for 10 months out of the year, 
to come to Texas. During these visits and 
throughout the process, he would 
hear a great deal about ACTS 
retreat experiences from people 
and how it assisted Catholics to 
feel restored. Thus, he held a day-
long retreat on Aug. 6, 2010. “The 
response was overwhelming. 110 
people came. I decided to offer a 
3-year program and begin a God’s 
Embrace here. 50 or so applications were 
received. I sought the Most Rev. David E. 
Fellhauer’s approval and the journey has 
been remarkable ever since.”

The 3-year formation program is geared 
to facilitate the creation of ardent disciples 
who glorify God through the witness of 
their lives and service of the Church. 35 
participants graduated earlier this year in 
May, in Halletsville, from that initial retreat 
in 2010. A 3rd-year group (from 2011) 
of candidates are currently meeting in El 
Campo. Last year’s group, in their 2nd year, 
hail from Blessing, Frelsburg, Schulenburg, 
and Victoria. They currently meet in High 
Hill where God’s Embrace has established 
a conference room in a center to hold the 
program. The newest group, in their 1st 
year, has 200 new registrants. 79 from Bay 
City, 79 from El Campo, and 42 from High 
Hill. Fonseca said, this only demonstrates 
“there is great hunger out there.”

God’s Embrace’s philosophy encom-
passes formations based on a 3-prong ap-
proach based on instruction, small group 
meetings, and intense experience of prayer. 
Per teaching, Fonseca has written a 
manual for each year of formation 
along with a workbook companion. 
18 sessions are included and broken 
down on a day-to-day basis as the 
participant progresses through the 
years of formation.

In small group meetings, held 
monthly, facilitators assist the groups 
with the workbook companion and 
journals. They share experiences through 
spiritual prayer and reading. Groups are 

From Bay City to Blessing and Frelsburg to 
High Hill, God’s Embrace envelops many

Continued from p. 1

held accountable for what they have writ-
ten. Questions and concerns are answered. 
In these meetings, Fonseca believes, “a 
wonderful experience of discipleship and 
community takes place.”

The intense experience of prayer is or-
dinarily received through a 30-day retreat. 
However, because people come from all 
walks of life it is impossible to do. To bet-
ter accommodate, every month, over an 8 
month period, retreats will be offered. Par-
ticipants are encouraged to attend a mini-

mum of 4 weekend retreats. The 
first weekend retreat was offered 
on the weekend of Sept. 13-15 
and 42 participants were present. 
At the retreats, all prayer is in 
front of the Blessed Sacrament. 
Fonseca typically chooses a 
theme to include along with 8-12 
Bible passages. With reflection 

and through, lectio divina, the passage is 
read 3 times to absorb and create a personal, 
intimate community with God.

When one is part of the 3-year program, 
each year has a specific goal. According 
to Fonseca, in the 1st year, the idea is to 
evangelize Catholics through manuals 
and retreats so that participants will have 
completed preparation through a new and 
everlasting covenant with Jesus. Beyond 
the 1st year, the goal is to not offend God 
by a deliberate sin, to consciously live life 
and be aware of God’s presence throughout 
the day, gearing towards a solid formation, 
to have confidence with themselves and 
their relationship with God and the delicate 
balance of how it (relationship with God) 
works, how it impacts lives, and the differ-
ent movements. 

In the 2nd year, the foundations of dis-
cipleship of following Jesus, are the focus. 
Some teachings may seem impossible and 
might drive a wedge, as “we do not want 
to be asked to do all of what Jesus asks 
and we become a ‘cafeteria Catholic’. Our 
concern is to get into heaven, but with this 
notion a sense of being lukewarm enters, 

your own Jesus is created, and you live 
in the twilight zone.” One must realize 
there is a covenant union that is two-
fold. One, God gives to us completely 

and withholds nothing and two, we 
are his forces; He created us in His 
image and likeness. To a greater 

extent, Fonseca says, “we are the apple 
of his eye.” God wants us to share in His 

life- in and through Jesus. I am the vine. 
You are the branches.

“The movement towards more contem-

plative prayer, as it advances becomes more 
simplified,” states Fonseca.

In the 3rd year, a participant should 
become a part of Christ in God’s covenant 
family. The intimate, unbreakable connec-
tion and spirituality are inherent. Through 
advanced stages of purification and trans-
formation, a 3 year program requires much 
preparation, however one sincerely needs 
their whole life to do it. Regarding the 
program, Fonseca recalls, “graduates even 
start over again, every 3 years. While top-
ics may be the same, discussions differ. It 
is truly astonishing.”

After all these years, he has felt the 
impact of God’s Embrace in two ways. He 
has been amazed at the profound transfor-
mation in those having experienced God 
and the way they live their lives. Also, he 
not only has lived out his discipleship by 
himself, but in community. “The encour-
agement, support, accountability, Sacra-
ments, daily prayer, journals, small groups, 
the 3 prongs or legs are all necessities to 
grow and to obtain quality input to nourish 
your soul. Under direction and guidance of 
the Holy Spirit and trusting the process, I 
would not choose to live out [my] disciple-
ship any other way. There is a tremendous 
amount of encouragement and support in 
God’s Embrace.”

www.godsembrace.org

For more informa-
tion or a registration 
form, visit:
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25th Annual

Sun., Oct. 20, 2013

$8.00
Per Plate

• Potatoes
• Green Beans
• Sauerkraut
• Ice Tea

ALEXANDRIA, Va. (CNS)—Sr. 
Dateno knows a thing or two about books. 
She is a Daughter of St. Paul. Her congrega-
tion’s mission is to ignite the faith through 
various forms of media. They model them-
selves after St. Paul who spread the good 
news about Jesus to the early church.

A teenage Maria Grace Dateno found 
herself at a mother-daughter dinner at her 
home parish, St. Lawrence Church in Al-
exandria. The guest speaker, a Pauline nun, 
spoke about the order’s mission and shared 
a display of books.

“That was a key moment for me because 
I had occasionally thought about being a 
sister, but I didn’t feel called to teaching, 
nursing or living a contemplative life,” 
she recalled. “The Daughters of St. Paul 
were into books and that was something 
that caught my attention.” She joined the 
postulancy immediately after high school 
and will celebrate her silver anniversary as 
a religious in 2014.

Her path to writing began when she 
joined the Paulines.

“Writing is part of the charism of our 
community. The desire to communicate 
Christ to others is what spurs me to write 
and this desire increased as I realized that 
God has given me some ability,” she said.

The first 3 books in the series, Shep-
herds to the Rescue, Braving the Storm, 
and Danger at Sea will soon be available at 
www.pauline.org or through local Catholic 
bookstores. The 3 concluding books in the 
series will be released in January 2014.

In the stories, three siblings, Hannah, 
11, Caleb, 9, and Noah, 6, are mysteri-
ously transported to the time of Jesus. They 

encounter people who met Jesus and were 
present for events that are described in at 
least one of the four Gospels.

The books also provide many insights 
into what life was like during Jesus’ time.

Sr. Dateno explained, “Not knowing the 
cultural details of life in the first century 
detracts from an understanding of what 
Jesus is saying in the Gospels. Most people 
today know little about being a shepherd, 
for example. Or what fishing was like, or 
how grapes were grown. So when Jesus 
says he is the Good Shepherd, or speaks 
of putting out into the deep, or pruning the 
vine, how are we supposed to grasp his 
message?”  She believes that her books 
introduce children to some of the cultural 
background to help them better understand 
the good news.

In each story, the children return from 
their adventures, and on Sunday attend 
Mass. Various details of the liturgy and Fr. 
Joe’s homilies connect to what they have 
learned on their journey. Each book ends 
with a section called “Where is it in the 
Bible?” that offers the biblical foundation 
for the story.

“I really hope kids love my books!” 
said Sr. Dateno. “I’ve been praying, and 
will continue to pray for each reader- that 
these books will give them a little push in 
their friendship with Jesus, a little help in 
grasping his mind-boggling love for each 
of us.”

To view a related video 
about  Sr.  Dateno ’s 
books, visit http://youtu.
be/426mim7MKo0.

Sister Maria Grace 
Dateno has authored 
three books in the fic-
tional children’s se-
ries Gospel Time Trek-
kers. Her newly pub-
lished books bring 
together siblings who 
travel to the time of 
Jesus; encountering 
people who met Jesus 
and were present for 
events described in at 
least one of the four 
Gospels.  

st. rose of lima catholic school’s, Schulenburg, 7th grade students recently 
qualified for the Duke University Talent Identification Program. Front row, left to 
right: Jack Jacobs, Hannah Schulz, Hunter Schulz, and Dylan Goldberg. Back row, 
left to right: Rylie Lux, Cory Heger, Andrew Fogleman, and Madeline Sommer.  
The Duke University TIP identifies academically talented 7th graders based on 
standardized test scores achieved while attending elementary or middle school 
and invites these students to take the ACT or the SAT college entrance exam. The 
program is the largest of its kind in the nation with more than 2 million students 
participating since its inception in 1980.

Nun authors three children’s books

Junior catholic Daughters of the americas #206, Yoakum, welcomed and in-
stalled 8 new members last month. CDA member Dorothy Zabransky performed 
the installation ceremony. New members include Ruby Pesek, Arielle Bennetsen, 
Valery Bordovsky, Claudia Maravilla, Brynlee McCoy, Kilynn Poole, Adison Poole, 
and Kyleigh Powell.      

“‘Whoever welcomes one of these little children in my name welcomes me; ...’”

~ Mark 9:37
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Youth Calendar of Events

For more information contact:  
The Office of Youth Ministry 

Wendy Eggert
ym@victoriadiocese.org  

(361) 573-0828
www.victoriadiocese.org

     at Diocese of Victoria – Youth Ministry!

Oct. 2 – Last day for late registration for Youth Leadership Training (YLT)
Oct. 6 – YLT, Holy Family, Victoria
Oct. 10 – Foundations – Pastoral Care
Nov. 3 – YLT, St. Mary’s Church, Nada
Nov. 7 – Foundations – Leadership Development – Planning and Programming
Nov. 12-27 – NET team in Victoria Diocese
Nov. 17 – Retreat Formation/Policy and Procedures Training, St. Anthony’s Church, 

Columbus 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Dec. 1 – YLT, Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Church, Ganado
Dec. 5 – Foundations – Prayer and Worship

Name: 
Address:
Phone number: 
Parish: 
Age, if 18 or under: 

Our Lady of Guadalupe
2013 Annual Parish Jamaica

Avenue D & 12 Street • Bay City

Sunday Oct. 20
Bingo Starts at 12:00 p.m. in Parish Hall

Some Food Booths Open at 8:00 a.m.
Bring Your Own Chair and Enjoy the Day!

Plenty of Food • Raffle • Live Music • Bingo • Children’s 
Games • Entertainment • Senorita’s Nic Nacs • Cakewalk • 

Children’s Ferris Wheel • Children’s Train

The winner of the September puzzle contest and the book They Do Grow Up by Pa-
tricia M. Robertson is Victor B. Kahanek of St. Mary Parish outside Hallettsville.  The 
winners of the children’s contest are Aubri Bernesen, 6, of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish, 
Plum, Kaylie Ann Olivarez, 8, of Sacred Heart Parish, Hallettsville, and Chance An-
derson, 7, of St. Philip the Apostle School in El Campo 
(class submission).   Each will receive a gift from the 
Incarnate Word Gift Shop. 

In honor of St. Kateri Tekakwitha’s canonization 
last October, the winner of the October contest will win 
Lily of the Mohawks, The Story of St. Kateri by Emily 
Cavins.  The book weaves historical facts with the Native 
American’s life story. St. Kateri was from the Mohawk 
Valley of the Iroquois along the Hudson River. The book 
offers how St. Kateri became a Christian, her impact on 
the Catholic Mohawk community, her path to sainthood, 
and special prayers.

If you have not won the puzzle contest within the past 
six months, please mail a completed October puzzle form 
by October 27, 2013 to The Catholic Lighthouse, P.O. Box 
4070, Victoria, TX 77903 for a chance to win!   

Puzzle Contest Winners

Junior catholic Daughters of the americas #206, Yoakum, recently kicked off the 
2013-14 year with Father Matthew Huehlefeld giving members an inspirational 
speech. He also blessed their rosaries. Members will learn about The Saints and 
How to be God’s Girl. Members are eager to be involved in the many activities 
that will give back to the local community during the upcoming year.   
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Cecilia Allison is a graduate of 
University of Houston-Victoria 
with a Bachelors degree of 
Science in Interdisciplinary 
Studies. She is an alumnus of 
Nazareth Academy (’72). Her 
teaching experience includes 
Nazareth Academy, Bloom-
ington Elementary, and Bay 
City Head Start. She teaches 
kindergarten.

Yanira Perez is a graduate 
of University of Texas-Pan 
American with Bachelors of 
Arts degree in English. She 
has an Associates Applied 
Science degree in Child Care 
and Development. She has 13 
years experience working with 
children in McAllen I.S.D. She 
teaches kindergarten.

Sonya Ramos is a graduate of 
Texas Tech University with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Spanish and a minor in English. 
Her 16 years of teaching expe-
rience includes Houston I.S.D., 
Plainview I.S.D., and Bay City 
I.S.D. She teaches kindergar-
ten-6th grade Spanish.

Stephanie Roberts is a gradu-
ate of Texas State University 
with a Bachelor of Business 
Administration in Finance. She 
obtained her teaching certifica-
tion through I Teach Texas. She 
began her teaching experience 
at Holy Cross, took a year off 
to be with her children, and 
returned to teach 1st grade.

Dawn Stewart is a graduate of 
University of Houston-Victoria 
with a Bachelor’s degree of Sci-
ence in Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies. She is actively involved in 
Catholic Daughters of America 
(regent of Court #2054). She 
was a substitute teacher in Van 
Vleck I.S.D. for 5 years.  She 
teaches 5th grade.  

Kelsey Schacherl is a gradu-
ate of University of Houston-
Victoria with a Bachelors de-
gree in Mathematics. She is an 
alumni of OLV (‘05) and St. 
Joseph High School (‘09). Her 
teaching experience includes 
assistant instructor, lead staff 
member, and director of early 
childhood development at Vic-
toria AllStar Dance Academy; 
assistant director of the Texas 

Stars Competitive Dance Team, and dance coach of the 
Starlighters Dance & Drill Team at St. Joseph High School. 
She teaches math for 4th, 5th, and 8th grades.

Our Lady of Victory • Victoria

Barbara Bludau is a graduate 
of Southwest Texas (now Texas 
State) University with a Bach-
elor of Science degree in Sec-
ondary Education. She earned 
a Masters of Education degree 
from University of Houston-
Victoria. Her teaching experi-
ence includes Victoria I.S.D., 
St. Joseph High School, and 
Industrial I.S.D. She teaches 
5th grade science and 6th grade 

math and science.

Brittney Brzozowski is a 2012 
graduate from the University 
of Texas at San Antonio with 
a Bachelors of Arts degree 
in Interdisciplinary Studies 
(Ec-6th). She begins her first 
year as a teacher, teaching 2nd 
grade math, social studies and 
science. Most of her teaching 
experience was in San Antonio 
and for Victoria I.S.D. where 
she was a substitute for two 

years and a Pre-K teacher’s aide.

Teresa Childress has been an 
educator for 28 years. Her 
teaching experience includes 
elementary, middle school, 
and high school grades. She 
has taught reading, English, 
geography, and writing classes 
at all levels. She has been a 
swim coach, high school vol-
leyball and basketball coach, 
and a cheerleading sponsor. 
She enjoys quilting and knit-

ting. She has five children and twelve grandchildren. She 
teaches 8th grade.

Nancy Ives is a graduate of 
University of Houston-Victoria 
with a Bachelors degree in 
Elementary Education with a 
Speech Specialization. This 
is her first year at OLV and 
her 28th year of teaching. She 
taught in Victoria I.S.D. for 
27 years at Stanly/Chandler 
Elementary. She teaches 5th 
grade reading and 5th and 6th 
grade language arts.

Luis Rodriguez earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in History 
and Geography from Texas 
A&I University and a Master 
of Arts in Education degree 
from The University of Texas-
Permian Basin. He has 43 years 
vested in education and his 
teaching experience includes 
Crain Middle School, Victoria 
Christian School, and Trin-
ity Episcopal School. He also 
served as supervisor of special 

programs and as principal of North Elementary School in 
Lamesa I.S.D., Gross Elementary, Dudley Elementary, 
Shields Elementary and Mission Valley Elementary Schools 
in Victoria. He has been married for 37 years, is the proud 
father of two, and ‘professional’ grandfather of five. He 
teaches American history and 8th grade religion classes.

St. Anthony • Columbus

Danette Cantu teaches social 
studies in the junior high where 
graduated from the 8th grade in 
1984. She earned a Bachelor’s 
degree and certification in 
English Arts and Reading from 
St. Mary’s University in San 
Antonio. Her teaching experi-
ence started in Michigan as a 
private home-school teacher 
and as well as teaching Catholic 
education in Corpus Christi. 
She also teaches Theology 

of the Body for Teens to middle school and high school 
students.

Holy Cross • Bay City
Nazareth Academy • Victoria

Catholic schools welcome new teachers

Diocese of Victoria
Catholic Schools

   F.I.R.S.T. - Class Education ... for life. ©

~Faith.  Integrity. Respect. 
Scholarship.  Tradition.~
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Lawrence Blume begins his first 
year at STJ and his second year 
of teaching after retiring from a 
career in banking and govern-
ment. He holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in History, a Doc-
torate of Jurisprudence degree, 
and is a candidate for a Masters 
of Arts degree in Theology, all 
from St. Mary’s University in 
San Antonio. He teaches 10th 
and 12th grade theology.

Dana Howard begins her first 
year at STJ and her 13th year of 
teaching. She earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in History from 
Texas A&M University. Her 
teaching experience includes 12 
years at Nazareth Academy. She 
teaches world history, govern-
ment, and economics.

Wendi Martinez begins her 
first year at STJ and her 9th 
year of teaching. She earned 
a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Biomedical Science from 
Texas A&M University. She is 
married to a STJ alumnus. Her 
teaching experience includes 
teaching in Victoria I.S.D. She 
teaches 11th grade chemistry 
and 12th grade anatomy and 
physiology. 

St. Michael • Cuero

Barbara Audilet begins her first 
year at St. Michael’s School, 
Cuero and her 37th year of 
teaching. She earned a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Elementary 
Education and a Master of Edu-
cation in Early Childhood In-
struction from the University of 
Houston-Victoria. Most of her 
teaching experience includes 
Yorktown I.S.D. She teaches 
5th and 6th grade language arts. 

  

Britney Pressler begins her 
first year of teaching at St. 
Michael’s School, Cuero. She 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Biology from Tex-
as A&M University-Kings-
ville. She teaches science and 
math for 5th and 6th grades. 
 

St. Michael • Weimar

Myra Schaefer begins her first 
year at St. Michael School, 
Weimar.  She teaches junior high 
science and P.E. She is a gradu-
ate of Baylor University with a 
Bachelors degree in Nursing and 
is pursuing alternative education 
through Region III. She was pre-
viously president of our Home & 
School Association and will 
continue as the teacher liaison 
with this organization. She is 

also an alumnus of St. Michael and Weimar I.S.D. 

St. Joseph • Victoria

St. Philip • El Campo

Erik Danna is a Summa Cum 
Laude graduate from the 
University of Houston with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in History. He is a first-year 
teacher and is certified in 
Social Studies for grades 
8-12. He has been a substitute 
teacher for the past 7 years. 
He is looking forward to 
coaching during the soccer 
season.

Ruth Kinder, an El Campo 
native, teaches Pre-K-4. Her 
teaching experience includes 
8 years in early childhood 
education.

Denise Prochazka is a gradu-
ate of the University of Hous-
ton-Victoria with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Market-
ing. Her teaching experience 
includes 9 years at Rice Con-
solidated I.S.D. She is certi-
fied as Generalists for grades 
4-8. She begins her 10th year 
teaching where she is also an 
alumnus (‘80). She lives in El 
Campo with her husband, 

Stan, and three sons, Ben, Andrew, and Joe.

Jason Williams is a graduate 
of The University of Texas 
at Tyler. He teaches junior 
high math and algebra. He 
has been a substitute teacher 
for several years. He is mar-
ried to Laura Williams and 
is the father of a daughter 
and three sons.

St. Rose • Schulenburg

Pat Marquis lives in Fayette-
ville where she is active in 
various civic organizations. 
Her 12 years of experience 
includes a Masters in Educa-
tion, elementary and secondary 
certification, and certification 
in Dyslexia. She is a mother 
of three and grandmother of 
seven. She teaches 2nd grade.

Erin Wotipka teaches 1st grade. 
She is from Schulenburg. She 
began teaching 8 years ago at 
Whispering Hills Achievement 
Center in Flatonia. She taught 
students with disabilities for 2 
years and served as program 
director for 4 years. She also 
worked at HATCH, a learning 
habitat and consulting firm in 
Weimar, and consulted within 
both public and private school 

classrooms across Texas. She and her husband, Ryan, have 
two daughters, Lilly, a Pre-K-4 student at St. Rose and 
2-year-old, Elly.

National Catholic Schools Week 2014 • January 26 - February 1 
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Sisterly
Thoughts

by Sister Mildred Truchard, IWBS

Back in the days when bonfires before 
games were part of the ritual of high school 
football games, I was always puzzled. Em-
bers and sparks were flying in the air and 
landing on the grass in the distance. Yet the 
firemen, who were always present to make 
sure that the fire 
would not get 
out of hand, did 
not pay any at-
tention to these 
distant embers. 
One day I asked 
one of the fire-
men why they 
weren’t con-
cerned about 
the embers in the distant grass. He told 
me you needed more hot embers to create 
enough heat to set the grass on fire.

I discovered this to be very true when 
I would be trying to light trash in an in-
cinerator. If there was moisture in the air 
or if I had hard-to-light trash, I found that 
if I tried to light it in several places, the 
flame would be more likely to survive. It 
was then that I understood the concept of 
critical mass- a term coined in the middle 
40s when physicists were exploring nuclear 

United to make a difference
fission (the splitting of an atomic nucleus 
to produce energy).  They discovered you 
had to have enough fissionable material to 
get results.

I think the concept of critical mass ap-
plies to us as we face Christian values be-

ing challenged 
in our society.  
If enough of us 
stand up for our 
faith, we can 
make a differ-
ence! We can 
make our voices 
heard; we can 
get results. Let 
us get in touch 

with our elected leaders and let them know 
where we stand. Let us vote for those who 
share our principles. Let us support busi-
nesses and organizations that operate out 
of Christian values. Let us have the cour-
age to witness to our faith. Then, together 
we can create enough heat to get results. 
United, we can continue living out the 
God-centered principles upon which our 
nation was founded!

Sunday Readings from Oct. 6 to Nov. 10

October 6 — Twenty-seventh Sunday  Habakkuk 1:2-3, 2:2-4
in Ordinary Time Psalms 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
 Luke 17:5-10

October 13 — Twenty-eighth Sunday 2 Kings 5:14-17
 in Ordinary Time Psalms 98:1, 2, 3, 3-4
 2 Timothy 2:8-13
 Luke 17:11-19

October 20 — Twenty-ninth Sunday  Exodus 17:8-13
in Ordinary Time Psalms 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8
 2 Timothy 3:14 - 4:2
 Luke 18:1-8

October 27 — Thirtieth Sunday  Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18
in Ordinary Time Psalms 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23
 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
 Luke 18:9-14

November 3 — Thirty-first Sunday Wisdom 11:22 - 12:2 
in Ordinary Time Psalms 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13, 14
 2 Thessalonians 1:11 - 2:2
 Luke 19:1-10

November 10 — Thirty-second Sunday  2 Maccabees 7:1-2, 9-14
in Ordinary Time Psalms 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15
 2 Thessalonians 2:16 - 3:5
 Luke 20:27-38

All daily and Sunday readings, as well as a daily 
reflection video, are available at:

www.usccb.org/bible/readings
Brought to you by the Catholic Communications Campaign. 

Please be generous.

Hope You Can Come & Join Us!

St. Theresa Annual Parish Picnic
in La Salle at the Parish Hall

4612 County Road 325 - 77969

Sunday, October 20

Live Auction at 12:30 p.m.

Draw
ing

Co
un

try
 St

ore Cakewalk

Games

Turkey Dressing Dinner
(Catered by Robert Werner of Shiner, Texas)

Serving:  11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. • $8 • Dine-in or Plates-to-gopathways ~with patti
334 Jurek road

port lavaca, tX 77979
(361) 552.2695 or (361) 920.3216

California 
Rose Parade
Dec. 27 - Jan. 2

5 spaces left

Brochures for 2014 are here 
call for yours today! 

~ Viking River Cruise ~ 
Aug. 15, 2014

8 days - 4 countries

Holy Family, Victoria, holds Masculinity and Femininity: Dif-
ference and Gift Nov. 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the Activity Center, 
Bldg. D. Teens, parents, young adults welcome. Sister Jane 
Dominic Laurel, O.P., S.T.D. of the Nashville Dominicans 
will be the presenter.

Masculinity and Femininity: 
Difference and Gift 

coming to Holy Family

Sister Jane Dominic 
Laurel, O.P., S.T.D.
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by Denise Bossert 
www.catholicbygrace.blogspot.com

Catholic by Grace

It was such a weird assignment. Then 
again, it was a college sociology class, so 
that may explain a lot.

Assignment? Deliberately do something 
counter to social mores, observe reactions 
of those around you, and write 
about it in your journal.

One student, a middle-
aged man with a large beer 
belly, went to McDonalds 
and ordered a Happy Meal. 
He asked for a boy’s toy and 
proceeded to sit directly in 
front of the counter and eat the 
meal himself. Then, he played 
with the toy.

Another student entered 
an elevator and stood in front 
of the closed elevator doors, 
staring at the other people in 
the elevator rather than stand-
ing face-forward in silence 
like everyone over the age of 
five has learned to do.

I remember the assignment because it 
was extremely uncomfortable. I like to fit 
in. I care what people are thinking about 
me. I feel this crazy compulsion to explain 
myself to perfect strangers even when I 
merely suspect that my actions might not 
make sense to them.

I don’t like breaking social mores- ever. 
I like to blend.

But the world has changed. Catholics 
cannot just blend in with society at large. 
We stand out because we stand up for Christ 
and His Church, and we hold to Church 
Teaching.

There was a time when that meant 
there was not much difference between 
Catholics and the rest of the grown-ups 
in the U.S.  Yes, there was Mary and the 
Pope and no-meat Fridays, but in general, 
we could blend.

Today, people look at us as if we are a 
grown-up who purchased a Happy Meal 
and entertained by the toy inside.  Today, 
people think we are as odd as the person 
in the elevator who faces away from the 
doors rather than staring at the closed doors 
in silence.

No college assignment required. We 

Being a Catholic in 
today’s secular society

break social mores all of the time. It is kind 
of uncomfortable.

At a glance, our Catholic practices and 
beliefs don’t make sense to the public- but 
they do make sense. There is a Truth here 

that is so deep, so rich, so eter-
nal that we must not sacrifice 
it to feel like one of the crowd. 
The stakes are too high.

Now more than ever, we 
must be the salt of the Earth- 
even if the world has lost its 
taste for this kind of salt.

More than ever, we must be 
the light of the world- even if 
the world likes to dance in the 
dark and play dangerous games 
with their eternal souls.

The world may like us to 
follow along blindly. We can-
not. The Shepherd is calling us 
to follow after Him.

So, we stand and face the 
people in the elevator when we stand up 
for the unborn, for holy matrimony, for 
chastity, for beauty, for sacrificial living, 
for suffering-made-holy, for the immigrant-
among-us, for peace and peaceful resolu-
tions to conflict, for the aged-and-infirmed, 
for family meals and family values, for 
Mass attendance because Jesus IS waiting 
for us in the Eucharist. The crowds may say 
we are only playing with McDonaldland 
toys when we pick up our rosaries and light 
candles in the adoration chapel.

Get used to feeling uncomfortable under 
the gaze of the world. St. Paul’s prediction 
is upon us:

For the time will come when people will 
not tolerate sound doctrine but, following 
their own desires and insatiable curiosity, 
will accumulate teachers and will stop 
listening to the truth and will be diverted 
to myths. But you, be self-possessed in 
all circumstances; put up with hardship; 
perform the work of an evangelist; fulfill 
your ministry.  For I am already being 
poured out like a libation, and the time of 
my departure is at hand. I have competed 
well; I have finished the race; I have kept 
the faith. (II Timothy 4:3-7) 

by Betty Ellen Walter 
Catholic News Service

ANNANDALE, Va. (CNS)—Catholic 
Distance University’s programs “reignite 
a passion for being Catholic,” said Mari-
anne Evans Mount, president of the online 
university, based in Hamilton.

“Many Catholics have advanced 
degrees in their professional fields, but 
they’re operating at a third-grade level 
when it comes to their faith,” she said, 
adding that the university provides “an 
education that is textured, deep and trans-
formational.”

Students from all 50 states and 60 
countries have earned degrees from Catho-
lic Distance University or taken its courses 
and seminars.

It was founded Aug. 22, 1983, as 
the Catholic Home Study Insti-
tute, educating exclusively 
through distance education 
using correspondence 
courses to educate the 
laity.

The university has 
evolved into a nation-
ally accredited, U.S. De-
partment of Education-rec-
ognized institution of higher 
education. It offers three degree pro-
grams: a master’s in theology, a bachelor’s 
degree-completion program in theology, 
and an associate’s degree in liberal arts 
with a concentration in Catholic studies.

“Our reach is worldwide,” Mount said. 
“For example, we are working with a reli-
gious community of sisters in Nigeria and 
we’ve just completed a pilot project with 
the Archdiocese of Dublin.”

Arlington Bishop Paul S. Loverde, 
chairman of the board of trustees, said 
the university is “committed to handing 
on the authentic teachings of the church, 
the Catholic intellectual tradition, and our 
rich cultural heritage as Catholics” and 
“reaches people at all stages of life and 
circumstances at their convenience.”

Close to a thousand students are en-
rolled in courses and seminars. Classes 
range from basic introductory courses in 
the Bible, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, canon law, church history and 
Catholic theology to classes that rein-
troduce students to the time when Jesus 
walked the earth.

Courses and seminars also include 
catechetical classes to fulfill continuing 
education requirements for volunteer 
catechists at parishes and employees of 

Online university ‘reignites 
enthusiasm’ for faith

Catholic dioceses. Students include dea-
cons as well as young men and women 
in formation for religious life who lack a 
background in fundamental theology.

Students find the school appealing 
because they can fit coursework into a 
busy lifestyle.

The school’s typical student works full 
time or has a life that is home-centered car-
ing for young children or elderly parents. 
The average age is 45.

The common thread in the curriculum 
is the online campus, www.cdu.edu, 
and course rooms connected through the 
internet. Students choose the format and 
length of study. Online group courses are 
similar to what is offered at traditional 
universities.

Courses are interactive and the 
professor posts questions and 

answers in a discussion area 
that can be viewed by all. 
Many courses come with 
audio and graphics, and 
online materials are avail-
able 24/7.

Three-week online 
interactive seminars of-

fer intense learning over a 
short period of time. Online on-

demand independent study courses 
allow students to enroll at any time of 
the year and work at their own pace with 
automated testing under a course instruc-
tor’s direction.

“Our faith is under attack in the secular 
culture; Catholics who live their faith are 
sometimes portrayed as simple, unin-
formed or even irrational,” Mount said. 
“A lot of Catholics who lack a rational 
understanding at an adult level for the 
teachings of the church end up walking 
away from the faith.”

“Others who do not continue to nour-
ish their faith and deepen their knowl-
edge gradually begin to struggle with the 
demands of the moral teachings of the 
church. Rather than becoming evangeliz-
ers of the culture, as (Blessed) John Paul 
II challenged us, we become evangelized 
by the culture.”

Catholic Distance University “reig-
nites enthusiasm for being Catholic and 
turns armchair Catholics into true and 
fearless apostles,” Mount added. “That’s 
something worth being excited about.”

For more information:
www.cdu.edu
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The Holy Spirit truly transforms 
us.  With our cooperation, he also 
wants to transform the world 
we live in.
                            ~pope Francis

by Francis X. Rocca 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—Repeating 
his recent calls for peace in the Middle 
East, Pope Francis urged Christians to wage 
a “deeper war” against evil, including the 
illegal arms trade that he said drives much 
of the world’s military conflict.

The pope made his remarks Sept. 8, 
before praying the noon Angelus with a 
crowd in St. Peter’s Square, where the 
previous evening he had led a four-hour 
vigil for peace in Syria, the Middle East 
and the world.

“This war against evil means saying no 
to fratricidal hatred, and to the lies that it 
uses; saying no to violence in all its forms; 
saying no to the proliferation of arms and 
their sale on the black market,” the pope 
said.

“There are so many of them!” he said 
of black market weapons. “And the doubt 
always remains: This war over there, this 
other war over there- because there are 
wars everywhere- is it really a war over 
problems, or is it a commercial war, to sell 

Pope calls for ‘war against evil,’ 
including illegal arms trade

these arms on the black market?”
“These are the enemies we must fight, 

united and coherent, following no other 
interests but those of peace and the common 
good,” he said.

Following the Angelus, Pope Francis 
thanked those who had participated in the 
vigil, which drew an estimated 100,000 to 
the square.

The pope asked listeners to pray for an 
end to Syria’s civil war, and for peace in 
other beleaguered Middle Eastern coun-
tries: stability and continued “peaceful 
coexistence” in Lebanon, an end to “sectar-
ian violence” in Iraq, and progress in the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace process.

“Finally, let us pray for Egypt,” the 
pope said, “that all Egyptians, Muslims and 
Christians, may commit themselves to build 
up together a society dedicated to the good 
of the whole population.”

Lucia Testado of 
Buenos Aires waves 
the Argentine flag 
as  she  watches 
Pope Francis lead 
the Angelus from 
the window of his 
studio overlooking 
St. Peter’s Square at 
the Vatican in early 
September. (CNS 
photo/Paul Har-
ing)An aerial view of an image of Pope Francis by Italian artist Dario Gambarin is 

seen in a threshed wheat field in Castagnaro, Italy last month. Gambarin used a 
tractor with a plow and a harrow to create the image. (CNS photo/Reuters)

Lord Jesus Christ, Savior and Redeemer, you 
are The Way, The Truth, and The Life. I pray 
you will send the Holy Spirit into the lives of 
all Clergy of every denomination so they will 
proclaim the message of the one true God who 
has revealed himself to us for all time in His 
Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ, that pro-life is a 
condition Christianity, just as John Paul II wrote 
in his Evangelium Vitae (The Living Gospel of 
Life), “to be Catholic is to be unconditionally 
pro-life.”

~Pro-God, Pro-Life Coalition of America

Sunday, October 20, 2013

* Fried Chicken Dinner *
$8 per plate



In early September, people pray during a feast honoring Our 
Lady of Regla in Regla, a workers’ district in Havana. (CNS 
photo/Desmond Boylan, Reuters)
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St. Francis is known as the patron 
saint of animals, merchants, and 
ecology. He is also the founder of 
the Franciscan Order.  He was born 
at Assisi in Umbria.

St. Francis of Assisi

St. Francis of Assisi’s 
Feast day is Oct. 4.

The tomb of St. Francis of Assisi is located in the crypt of the 
lower church at the basilica named for him in Assisi, Italy. Pope 
Francis will visit the birthplace of his namesake on the saint’s 
feast day, Oct. 4. (CNS photo/Octavio Duran)

World Mission sunday is a 
day set aside for Catholics 
worldwide to recommit 
themselves to the Church’s 
missionary activity through 
prayer and sacrifice. It is 
celebrated on Oct. 20 this 
year. Offerings from Catho-
lics in the U.S., on this day 

and throughout the year, are combined with offerings from 
Catholics around the globe and distributed to mission dioceses. 
Currently, there are about 1,100 dioceses whose needs include 
communications and transportation as well as building chapels, 
churches, orphanages and schools. For more information, visit 
www.onefamilyinmission.org.

ditional classrooms and a storage 
area was built in 2000. The rec-
tory was renovated in 2003. The 
old hall was dismantled in 2004. 
A commer-
cial kitchen 
and open 
p a v i l i o n 
were built 
in 2006.

Father 
G a b r i e l 
Bent i l  i s 
the current 
parochial 
administra-
tor.

St. Joseph Catholic Church 
Priests and Pastoral Care

Fr. Thomas Moczygemba  
1890 – 1892
Fr. William B. Henderson  
1892 – 1895
Fr. G.J. Hendricks  
1895
Fr. L.P. Netardus  
1895
Fr. William E. Heffernan 
1896 – 1899  
Fr. G.J. Hendricks   
1899 – 1908
Fr. C.T. Vossenkuhl  
1908 – 1909 
Fr. William E. Heffernan 
1909 – 1910 
Fr. P.J. Crane
1911 – 1912 
Fr. Joseph Klobouk  
1912
Fr. Peter J. Schnetzer  
1913
Fr. P.J. Kieffer
1913 – 1914
Fr. Vaudrey Smyth  
1914
Fr. A. Wensorra  
1915
Fr. Francis Havel  
1916
Fr. Peter M. Baquet  
1916 – 1920
Fr. P.J. Boivin
1920 – 1921
Fr. D.A. Sykora
1921
Fr. P.J. Tarradellas  
1921 – 1923
Fr. J.P. Vervaeke
1923 – 1925
Fr. William Jansen  
1925 – 1927 

Church celebrates 140 years
Continued from p. 1

Father Gabriel 
Bentil

Fr. D.P. Lanigan 
1927 – 1928
Fr. David Buckley  
1928 – 1933
Fr. Henry F. Pensik   
1933 – 1940
Fr. Edward Murski  
1940 – 1948  
Fr. Harold Ehlinger  
1948 – 1951 
Fr. Hubert Janak 
1951 – 1953 
Fr. Gerald Boehm  
1953 – 1954 
Fr. Roman Janak 
1954 – 1956 
Fr. Wilbert J. Leopold
1956 – 1959
Fr. Bodo N. Galle  
1959 – 1962 

Fr. Edward J. Jansky 
1962 – 1974
Fr. Oswald B. Kahlich 
1974 – 1976
Fr. Vaclav J. Bily  
1976 – 1986
Fr. Clarence Korgie  
1986
Fr. Bennett Fonck  
1986
Fr. Jude Belisle  
1986 – 1990 
Fr. Benton Thurmond  
1990 – 2003
Sr. Barbara Bacak, S.S.N.D. 
2003 – 2008; Pastoral Care
Fr. Owusu-Boateng Johnson 
2003 – 2008; Priest Moderator
Fr. Gabriel Bentil  
2008 – Present

Come and See Discernment Weekend for single 
Catholic women 18 to 50 years of age Nov. 9-10 
and Jan. 11-12, 2014 at Incarnate Word Convent. 
For more information, contact (361) 575-7111, iwb-
svoc@yahoo.com or visit www.iwbsvictoria.org.

Weekend for single Catholic women

1181-1226
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Bruce McComb, a member of St. Timo-
thy Parish in Tappahannock, Virginia, is 
seen in late June with his pastor, Father 
Jonathan Goertz. The priest donated a 
kidney to McComb, who underwent 
successful transplant surgery at Johns 
Hopkins in Baltimore. He says he owes 
his life to Fr. Goertz. (CNS photo/Steve 
Neill, The Catholic Virginian) 

A priest blesses a barrel of beer as members of the Knighthood of the Brewers’ 
Mash staff take part in celebrations at the cathedral in Brussels Sept. 6. The cel-
ebration takes place during the annual September beer weekend. (CNS photo/
Francois Lenoir, Reuters) 

by Carol Glatz 
Catholic News Service 

VATICAN CITY (CNS)—A veteran 
diplomat, the Vatican’s new secretary of 
state, plans to put the church’s vast global 
diplomatic network into high gear as cham-
pions for peace.

Archbishop Pietro Parolin said Pope 
Francis has already injected a new impetus 
into the Vatican’s Secretariat of State struc-
ture and given a new push for church-led 

Vatican’s new top diplomat ready to ramp up network for peace 
diplomacy.

The archbishop, who is currently the 
papal nuncio to Venezuela, will start his 
new role Oct. 15.

Last month, in an interview with the 
Venezuelan Catholic newspaper, Diario 
Catolico, Archbishop Parolin said, “The 
pope’s initiatives have given the secretary 
of state an impetus and have also created a 
new diplomatic momentum.”

When asked if he would be spearhead-

ing a new diplomatic offensive for peace, 
he noted that it was a complicated question 
but said, “Yes, I hope that we can recoup” 

that drive.
“We have this 

great  advantage 
in respect to other 
churches, to other 
religions: We can 
count on an interna-
tional institutional 
presence through di-
plomacy,” he said.

Archbishop Pa-
rolin said the Vati-
can has to take ad-
vantage of its vast 
network of papal 

nuncios around the world and all the 
contacts it has with international organiza-
tions.

“They are precious instruments that can 
be used to help the world,” he said.

He emphasized, however, that the Vati-
can’s efforts are not always publicized, but 
often happen quietly behind the scenes.

“I wouldn’t like a diplomacy that is on 
the front pages, but a diplomacy that is more 
effective,” he said.

“We are not looking for, I believe, 
popularity. In all honesty, none of us wants 
it without an effect” that is positive.

The archbishop said the whole reason 
for the existence of the Vatican’s diplomatic 
organization “is the quest for peace.”

“If the Holy See’s diplomatic efforts 
have had such importance and so much 
consensus around the world, now and in 
the past, it’s due to the fact that it goes 
above and beyond national interests” and 
pushes for “a vision of the well-being of all 
humanity,” he said.

He said the role of the Vatican’s sec-
retary of state is to be a focal point of 
objectivity and universal values in a sea of 
relativistic self-interests.

Because the world is so much more 
complex, he said the secretary of state’s 
role “must be to re-invent” the never-
changing and universal goal of peace and 
human rights in varying and widely diverse 
contexts. “One must step away from of this 
plague of relativism” and harmonize differ-
ences in a new way, he said.

“If there is no objective truth in which 
we all recognize ourselves it will be much 
more difficult to find things in common,” 
he said.

“This common ground is the dignity of 
the human person in all his dimensions,” 
including the transcendent, the spiritual, 
social and political, and that all people are 
created in the likeness and image of God.

Nowhere is this more important right 
now than in the Middle East, he said in an 
early Sept. interview with his hometown 
Catholic newspaper, La Voce dei Berici.

“It’s not true that the world belongs to 
the violent, the world is, for the most part, 
built by good people, and we need to give 
them a voice” so that dialogue, peace and 
harmony can reign, he said.

Archbishop 
Pietro Parolin
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Picnics • Events 

October
Bay City–Holy Cross Fall Festival and Turkey Dinner Oct. 6. 

10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in KC Hall. $9 p/p. Noon auction. There 
will be a country store and raffle. 10:30 a.m.-noon music. 

Bay City–Our Lady of Guadalupe Annual Parish Jamaica Oct. 
20 on parish grounds (Ave. D & 12th St.).  Opens at 8:00 a.m. 
Noon bingo.  See ad on pg. 7.

Blessing–St. Peter Church BBQ Turkey Dinner Oct. 27 at 11:00 
a.m. at the Parish Hall. $9 p/p. 12:30 p.m. auction. There will 
be a country store and raffle. See ad on pg. 5.

Columbus–St. Anthony Fall Festival Oct. 13 at KC Hall. 11:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m. BBQ beef and sausage. $9 p/p. $4.50 children 
plates. 1:00 p.m. auction. There will be bingo, cakewalk, 
country store, raffle, silent auction and more.

Cuero–St. Michael School Fall Festival Oct. 27 at the Parish 
Hall (104 McLeod).  Chicken fried steak dinner $8 p/p.  Live 
auction, Clay Crocket and more.  See ad on pg. 14.

Eagle Lake–Parish of the Nativity Fall Festival Oct. 20.  Fried 
chicken dinner. $8 p/p.  1:00 p.m. auction.  There will be games 
and more.  See ad on pg. 12.

East Bernard–Holy Cross Bazaar Oct. 13 at Riverside Hall. 11:00 
a.m. BBQ beef, chicken, sausage, with trimmings. $8 p/p. 12:30 
p.m. auction. 3:00 p.m. hamburgers. 8:00 p.m. raffle. 

Goliad—Immaculate Conception Fall Festival Oct. 20 on the 
church grounds.  10:00 a.m. Mass.  BBQ beef, buffet-style 
dinner.  $8 p/p.  There will be a cakewalk, games, country store, 
ballet folklorico, music by Rusty Steins. 1:00 p.m. auction.  

Hallettsville–Sacred Heart High School 62nd Annual Apple 
Strudel Bake Oct. 26. Available for pickup at S.H. Family 
Center. Victoria orders will be available for local pickup. 
Advance orders are required to guarantee order fulfillment. 
Strudels come ready to eat at $16 each or unbaked at $14 
each. To order, contact Charlene at (361) 798-3224 or 
charlene_bradbury@hotmail.com, Annette (361) 798-5374, 
Sharon (361) 576-2060.  

Hillje—St. Andrew Altar Society Turkey Dinner Oct. 27 at 11:00 
a.m. in the parish hall.  $8 p/p.  Bake sale, games, cakewalk, 
music and more.

Hostyn–Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish Festival Oct. 6 (936 
FM 2436). 10:00 a.m. Polka Mass. 11:00 a.m. Fried chicken, 
sausage dinner. $8 p/p. $4 children plates. 1:00 p.m. auction.  

La Salle–St. Theresa Parish Picnic Oct. 20.  Turkey dinner 11:00 
a.m.-2:00 p.m. $8 p/p.  12:30 p.m. auction.  See ad on pg. 10.

Mentz–St. Roch 159th Annual Picnic Oct. 6. 10:30 a.m. Mass. 
11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. BBQ beef, pork, and sausage. $10 p/p. $5 
children plates. 1:00 p.m. auction. 3:00 p.m. hamburgers. There 
will be bingo, games, raffle, and silent auction. 

Rome–Travel with Deacon Luan Tran from Bay City to the Holy 
Land and Rome Nov. 10-20, 2014.  Contact Deacon Tran at 
(979) 245-0694 or luan_tran@sbcglobal.net.

Seadrift–St. Patrick Church Rummage Sale & Turkey Dinner 
Oct. 26-27. Rummage Sale 9:00-11:00 a.m. on Sat. in Old Hall. 
Reopen 10:00 a.m. on Sun. Turkey Dinner 11:00 a.m. on Sun. 
in New Hall. Raffle held after dinner.

Tivoli–Our Lady of Guadalupe Annual Festival Oct. 13.  11:00 
a.m. brisket dinner.  $8 p/p.  There will be a country store, baked 
items, and games.  12:30 p.m. auction.

Victoria–CDA Court St. Ann #369 and the KC Council #1329 
Blood Drive Oct. 29 at the KC Hall 5:00-7:00 p.m.  CDA will 
provide a custom-made chili dog to each donor.  The Blood 
Bank requires pre-registration.  Contact Dorothy Boehm at 
(361) 574-8569.  

Victoria–Nazareth Academy Fall Festival Oct. 6 at 10:00 a.m. at 
Community Center. 11:00 a.m. serving begins. $8 p/p. Turkey 
dinner and sides. 1:00 p.m. auction. There will be arts and crafts, 
cake wheel, country store, games, kids movie, and more. 

Victoria–Our Lady of Victory Fall Festival Oct. 13 at 11:00 a.m. at 
Community Center. BBQ beef and sausage. $8 p/p. $5 children 

plates. 12:30 p.m. auction.  See ad on pg. 3.
Westhoff–St. Aloysius Church 100th Anniversary Mass and 

Celebration Oct. 20. 10:30 a.m. Mass with principal celebrant, 
Bishop David E. Fellhauer and parochial administrator, Rev. 
Charles E. Otsiwah. Meal served after Mass at American 
Legion Hall. 

Wharton–Holy Family Bazaar Oct. 20 at Life Center. 11:00 a.m.-
2:00 p.m. BBQ chicken and sausage. There will be a cakewalk, 
country store, crafts, and more.   See ad on pg. 6. 

November
Victoria–Santisima Trinidad Jamaica Nov. 3 at the Community 

Center 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.  11:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  1/2 
chicken dinner. $7 p/p.  There will be games, food booths, live 
entertainment, auction and  family fun.

Masses • Retreats • Conferences
Moulton–Members of the Confraternity of Christian Mothers 

public rosary Oct. 11 at 11:00 a.m. at the Gazebo in downtown.  
It is in conjunction with America Needs Fatima.

Tivoli–Our Lady of Guadalupe Church celebrates the Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament the first Friday of each month at 6:00 
p.m. Mass begins at 7:00 p.m. at 501B William Street with Rev. 
Paulson Panakal. Mark your calendars now for next month. For 
more information, call (361) 237-3634.

Victoria–A rosary rally for America Oct. 12 at noon at Our Lady 
of Victory and Our Lady of Sorrows.

Victoria–All Souls Day Mass Nov. 2 at Noon. Resurrection 
Cemetery Mausoleum (corner of Laurent St. and Mockingbird 
Lane). For local parish All Souls Day Mass times, visit www.
victoriadiocese.org.

Victoria–Christian Warriors Retreat Oct. 24-27 at Victory 
Christian Life Center is for combat and non-combat Veterans 
of the U.S. military. There will be music, worship, speakers, 
and small group participation for Veterans as they experience 
the love and grace of God through acts of service at the 72-hour 
spiritual renewal. For more information, contact Nick Lowry 
at ChristianWarriorsCCCT@yahoo.com. 

Victoria–Our Lady of Lourdes holds Healing Mass and Prayer the 
first Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at 105 N. William St. 
with Fr. Phi Nguyen, chaplain of IWBS Convent. Mark your 
calendars now for next month. For more information, contact 
Sister Louise Marie Jones at iwbsvoc2@yahoo.com.

Ongoing Activities • Ministries
Catholic Family Services–To find listings of e-mail/websites 

of Catholic organizations that focus on family, visit the 
Catholic Association of Catholic Family Life Ministers at 
www.nacflm.org.

Courage–Ministers to persons with same-sex attractions and their 
loved ones.  The ministry also has an outreach, EnCourage, 
which ministers to relatives, spouses, and friends of persons 
with same-sex attractions. It is a Roman Catholic Apostolate 
endorsed by the Pontifical Council for the Family. For more 
information, visit www.couragerc.net.

Engaged Encounter–2014 dates:  Jan. 17-19, April 11-13, 
June 27-29 and Sept. 26-28 at the Spiritual Renewal Center. 
Registrations are on a first come, first serve basis. Fee must 
accompany registration form. For a registration form, contact 
your pastor. For more information, call (361) 573-0828 x2230 
or visit www.victoriadiocese.org click on the Ministries tab 
followed by Family Ministry.

Gabriel Project–Helps women experiencing a crisis pregnancy- 
an alternative to abortion. Meetings are held the 2nd Tuesday 
of each month at 6:30 p.m. at 101 W. Convent. Light supper 
included. For angel workshop/training dates, contact Barbara at 
(361) 649-1612 or barbaramccain85@yahoo.com. Holy Family, 
Wharton, meetings are held the 4th Tuesday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. For more information, call (979) 532-3593, M–F, 9:00 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. or visit www.gabrielproject.com.

Grief Group–Meetings are held the 1st and 3rd Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. in conference/brides’ room at Holy 
Family Church, Victoria. Before attending, please call Sharon 
at (361) 578-7572.

Incarnate Word Prayer Group–Praise and Worship on Mondays 
7:30-9:00 p.m. in the auditorium at Incarnate Word Convent, 
1101 N.E. Water Street. For more information, contact Sr. Louise 
Marie Jones at (361) 575-7111 or amormeus@yahoo.com.      

Marriage Encounter–This program is no longer offered in the 
Diocese of Victoria. Replacing it is Retrouvaille (see below). 
To find a Marriage Encounter weekend outside of the diocese, 
visit www.wwme.org.

Natural Family Planning–Introductory session to the Creighton 
Model Fertility Care System (CrMS) featuring NaPro technol-
ogy Nov. 10 at 2:00 p.m. at Holy Family Church in Wharton. 
For more information, contact Susanne Koch at (505) 710-0903 
or susannekoch614@gmail.com.

Natural Family Planning–NFP is the only Church-approved 
form of family planning. Fall Sessions: Oct. 20, Nov. 17 and 
Dec. 15. To learn about the sympto-thermal method in the 
Victoria area and NFP class schedules, contact David and Annie 
Coffey at victorianfpteachers@yahoo.com.

Raphael’s Refuge–RR’s mission is to build and maintain a 
memorial in honor of babies, born and unborn. This ministry 
is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization located in Flatonia.   Peer 
counseling and spiritual direction are also available for those 
suffering a loss of  a  baby due to miscarriage,  stillbirth, infant 
death, or abortion. Learn more at www.raphaelsrefuge.org.

Retrouvaille–Retrouvaille, meaning rediscovery, is a marriage-
healing ministry offered in the diocese to couples in difficult 
marriages. Visit www.retrouvaille.org.  Contact John and 
Jennifer Vincent at jbvjov@sbcglobal.net or (361) 580-2770; 
(800) 470-2230; or visit www.helpourmarriage.org.

St. Francis and St. Clare Fraternity/Secular Franciscans–For 
meeting dates in Victoria, contact Mary Ann LeBlanc at 

    (361) 575-1858 or visit www.lostrescompaneros-sfo.org.
That Man Is You–This men’s group transforms men, families, 

and society as it presents the vision of man fully alive. Holy 
Cross, Bay City, Fri. 5:45-7:15 a.m.; Holy Family, Victoria, 
Wed. 5:45-7:00 a.m., St. Peter Parish Hall; and Assumption, 
Ganado, Wed. 5:30-7:15 a.m., JPII Family Center. Visit www.
thatmanisyou.org.

Special Collection
World Mission Sunday — October 20

Holy Land and Rome Pilgrimage

November 10-20, 2014

Join Deacon Luan Tran on a

For more information please contact:
Deacon Luan Tran
1305 Sailfish Dr.

Bay City, TX 77414
(979) 245-0694

Luan_tran@sbcblobal.net
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the Knights of columbus council #3253, Port Lavaca, recently celebrated the 
100th birthday of Pete Lerma, born August 20, 1913. Lerma joined the council 
June 1, 1957 receiving his first, second and third degrees (56 years). He joined 
the fourth degree knights on April 27, 1985 (28 years) and was the Council 
#3253’s Knight of the Year in 1978 and 1989. He lived in Point Comfort until 
recently moving to Yoakum. Pictured left to right: Bob Bryarly, Victor Keefe, 
Andrew Vasquez, Nick Tijerina, grand knight; and Chris Heysguierdo. Seated 
is centenarian, Pete Lerma.

Patterson Designs of League City was 
commissioned to paint the murals for OLV 
Gymnasium. The project began on a Thurs-
day afternoon. From moving their equip-
ment into the gym and applying the finish-
ing touches on the following Wednesday, 
the murals took a week to complete. The 
murals have changed the whole atmosphere 

of our gym. Principal/Sister Laura Toman, affirmed, “the students and staff are proud of our 
facility. It creates a reverence that keeps us focused on what we stand for at OLV. Visitors 
to our gym come in and say, ‘WOW!’ We feel it is a blessed addition to our campus in 
honor of Our Lady of Victory, our Protector, Mother and Guide.”

For more information or to schedule a viewing of the murals, contact Principal/
Sister Laura Toman at (361) 575-5391, srlaura@ourladyvictory.org, or visit www.
ourladyvictory.org.

Our Lady of Victory 
showcases gym murals

sacred heart high school, Hallettsville, held Patriots’ Day ceremonies last 
month. To honor the day of remembrance and lives lost, student Elizabeth 
Wysocki (left) read the meaning of the Flag of Honor/Flag of Heroes. The flag 
contains names of all the victims of Sept. 11, 2001.   Photo courtesy of Jimmy 
Appelt.


